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F1-1 
The reconnaissance training subsection of Section 2.3.4 has been modified to 
include that statement that most of the UAV launch and recovery sites would 
be within the existing restricted airspace on O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Islands.  
However, launching from WAAF or BAAF may be desired for routine 
training and maintenance. Before such training and maintenance flights, 
coordination and approval would be sought from the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).  In addition, UAVs would not be launched, nor 
recovered, at DMR, KTA, KOLA or West PTA, although they would be 
flown over KTA and West PTA using visual ground monitoring by qualified 
observers. 
 
F1-2 
There is no proposal to expand or extend the R-3109/3110 restricted area 
complex. A Controlled Firing Area (CFR) would be installed over QTR2. 
 
F1-3 
The reconnaissance training subsection of Section 2.3.4 has been modified to 
include that statement that most of the UAV launch and recovery sites would 
be within the existing restricted airspace on O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Islands.  
However, launching from WAAF or BAAF may be desired for routine 
training and maintenance. Both the FAA Honolulu Control Facility and the 
Hawai‘i Department of Transportation, Airports Division have been 
consulted, and their review comments on the DEIS have been incorporated. 
The FAA has well-defined procedures for remotely operated aircraft such as 
UAVs. As stated in Section 5.4.2 in the Aviation Safety subsection, a certificate 
of authorization would be required at least 60 days prior to the proposed 
commencement of UAV operations. NEPA does not require EISs to analyze 
remote and speculative impacts when assessing the risk that an action “might 
have” an environmental effect, especially when that effect would be caused by 
an accident.  As stated in Section 3.4.2, the Army has an excellent aviation 
safety record. The precise flight paths of the UAVs have not been determined 
at this time.  They will be identified when the Army submits its plans to the 
FAA when it applies for the FAA Certificate of Authorization for UAV flights. 
 
F1-4 
The text has been changed to reflect the fact that no antennas would penetrate 
the imaginary surface thresholds. 
 

A
pril 2004 

P-10 

F1-3 

F1-2 

F1-1 

F1-5 

F1-6 

F1-7 

F1-8 



Letter 
F2 

Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Final EIS, H
aw

ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

A
pril 2004 

P-11 

F1-5 
The Army will comply with all FAA review requirements. 
 
F1-6 
A CFA would be established over the QTR2. This is discussed in the EIS. 
 
F1-7 
A CFR above SRAA is not being proposed because its already covered by 
restricted area special use airspace. 
 
F1-8 
A CFA would be established over the S10 (QTR2). This is discussed in the 
EIS. 



F2-1 

Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Final EIS, H
aw

ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

 
 
F2-1 
A note has been added to Table 3-2 that states that Ford Island NAF is closed 
to civil operations. 
 
F2-2 
The text has been changed to reflect this. 
 
F2-3 
The text has been changed to reflect this. 
 
F2-4 
The text has been modified as follows … “the second [incident] was the crash 
of an AH-1Cobra, an attack helicopter, at Leader Field on Schofield Barracks, 
while returning to WAAF on a maintenance test flight.” 
 
F2-5 
The text has been modified to add the following … “IFR traffic into and out 
of WAAF is limited to one aircraft at a time. Should two C-130s require an 
IFR arrival into WAAF, the second aircraft would have to hold while the first 
aircraft is on approach. While this may affect sequencing into Honolulu 
International or Kalaeloa airports, it would not ultimately restrict access to 
them.”  The height of the Pearl Harbor TFR was recently lowered. 
 
 
 
F2-6 
The text states that the strict procedures in place governing flight operations in 
both controlled/uncontrolled airspace and special use airspace makes future 
adverse impacts on public health and safety extremely unlikely.  For UAV 
flights, the need for an FAA Certificate of Authorization (COA) is 
acknowledged in the Chapter 4 Airspace aviation safety subsections. While the 
details of the procedures required by the COA have not yet been negotiated, it 
is sufficient for the EIS to note this requirement just as it does for other 
permits, licenses and other entitlements that may be required. 
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F3-1 
Information given on the NPDES Permit is outlined in section 7.10, and 
discussed in Appendix N. 
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F3-2 
Thank you for your comment, it has been considered and will be added to our 
administrative record. 
 
 
 
 
 
F3-3 
This is discussed in chapter 7.10. Compliance with the NPDES and Clean 
Water Ac are discussed in Appendix N. 
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F3-4 
Section 4.8 has been updated to include these standard Army BMPs as 
mitigation for potential impacts to surface water quality. 
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F4-1 
This information has been added to sections 3.10, 6.10, and 8.10 as per 
comment. 
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F4-2 
Updated information citing articles with Balazc as a co-author have been 
included and incorporated into the body of the text in sections 6.10 and 8.10. 
These articles include those by primary authors Work, Polovina, Zug, and 
Brill. Recovery plans have been reviewed for sea turtles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F4-3 
Text has been changed to clarify runoff analysis. 
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F4-4 
Figure has been changed per comment 
 
 
F4-5 
The ROI does not include any marine habitat. While the waters adjacent to 
KTA are part of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine 
Sanctuary (HIHWNMS), no project actions occur in this area nor in the 
vicinity of the coastline, in the nearshore, or in the offshore marine habitat, or 
upland from the nearshore marine habitat. This has now been noted in the 
document. 
 
 
F4-6 
Text has been added to clarify PTA actions and to address the tactical tower 
construction. Text has also been added to the EIS to state that any harbor 
construction would be addressed under separate NEPA documentation as it is 
not part of this project action. 
 
 
F4-7 
The text has been changed. 
 
F4-8 
Text has been changed to incorporate input from this comment. 
 
 
F4-9 
Text has been changed to address this comment. 
 
F4-10 
Text has been changed to incorporate input from this comment. 
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F4-11 
Thank you for your comment. This has been considered and your comment 
will be added to our administrative record. 
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F5-1 
Mitigation measures likely to occur are outlined in the Executive Summary.  
These proposed mitigation measures were included for public comment. The 
Army reviewed the measures based on public comments and the benefits of 
each measure to reduce impacts.  The Army has listed those mitigation 
measures that are high priority and those that are unlikely to occur because of 
limited resource, unfeasible or there are similar measures already in place.  The 
ROD will indicate which mitigation measures will  be implemented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-2 
We have updated our critical habitat information in the document and on the 
figures. Additionally, the text was changed to incorporate this response. 

A
pril 2004 

P-22 

F5-2 



F5-2 
cont’d 

Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Final EIS, H
aw

ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

 
 
 
 
F5-3 
Biological Opinion information has been incorporated into the EIS as 
requested. 
 
 
 
 
F5-4 
Thank you for your comment. It has been considered and will be added to our 
administrative record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-5 
Because of the scope of the project the document was organized in such a way 
that community members can focus on issues that would most directly affect 
them   The tables have been edited to make it clear that this is a summary of 
KTA and KLOA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-6 
Full descriptions of the antennas are given in Appendix D.  Impacts to 
migratory birds are discussed fully in chapter 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, 8.10. 
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F5-7 
Table 2-5 gives the length, width and composition of all roads.  In addition 
Appendix D gives a more detailed description of each road project. 
 
F5-8 
Every effort was made to make the EIS reader friendly.  Most military terms 
were replaced with “plain” language.   Some are self explanatory.  The FEIS 
has been  reviewed to see if further changes in language could be made. 
 
F5-9 
Presently Drum Road is used for access to the Kahuku Training Area (KTA) 
and the Kawailoa Training Area (KLOA) during current force training 
activities.  The existing road lacks proper drainage and safety measures such as 
guard-rails, barriers, and warning signs.  In order to safely continue using 
Drum Road for current force training activities, the Army is proposing 
upgrades to the road, regardless of the final decisions on SBCT in Hawai‘i.  If 
the Army decides to transform to SBCT in Hawai‘i, the Army would use 
Drum Road for access to the KTA and KLOA regions, as such the use of 
Drum Road is discussed in this EIS in Chapter 7.  Since the proposed upgrade 
of Drum Road is a single and complete project separate for the proposed 
SBCT, the upgrade itself is discussed in Chapter 9 of this document in relation 
to cumulative impacts. 
 
F5-10 
This figure and similar figures for the other project areas were used in the 
Section 7 consultation process.  Pu‘u Nahonaoahe and Pu‘u Pāpala are not 
maneuver areas and are shown in Yellow on the map as areas where no off 
road maneuvers are to occur. 

A
pril 2004 

P-24 

F5-7 

F5-8 

F5-9 

F5-10 



F5-11 

Stryker Brigade C
om

bat Final EIS, H
aw

ai‘i 

A
ppendix P. C

om
m

ents and Responses 

Comments Responses 

 
F5-11 
There will be no change in the number of barge trips under SBCT.  There will 
be no change in the number of barge trips so no increase in the transport of 
alien species is anticipated. All vessels are periodically inspected and cleaned at 
the present time and no change is anticipated.                                                                      
The total number of barge trips will increase by only six. All vessels are 
periodically inspected and cleaned at the present time and no change is 
anticipated.  The spread of alien marine species is not expected to be 
significant.  Section 8-10 Biological Resources describes impacts from spread 
of alien species.  Significant but mitigable impacts are the result of vegetative 
species. 
 
F5-12 
The following reference has been added, (Nakata 2002b), Final Submittal 
Range and Training Land Program Development Plan. 
 
F5-13 
The EMS is being developed.  While this will likely improve the conditions on 
Army lands, whether Transformation takes place or not, it was not considered 
as a mitigation measure for SBCT for that very reason.  It is noted here as a 
program that will be implemented in the future. 
 
F5-14 
Page 3-7 is simply a discussion of existing facilities not proposed construction 
activities. The Drum Road improvements are not part of the Transformation 
project.  The improvements are required for the current forces and as such a 
separate NEPA document has been prepared.  However, the use of Drum 
Road by SBCT forces and the impacts of that use are described in the 
Transformation EIS.  A discussion of the Drum Road Upgrade project can be 
found in Chapter 9 – Cumulative Impacts as Project 19 and is described as 
required for current mission requirements of the 2nd Brigade, 25th ID(L) and 
would be needed regardless of SBCT implementation. 
 
F5-15 
This text has been included. 
 
F5-16 
Noted and changed. 
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F5-17 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-18 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-19 
The corrections were made to this figure and these changes were evaluated in 
the impact analysis. 
 
F5-20 
Text revised to read, “The estimated 535 acres (219 hectares) of cultivated 
pineapple land is approximately 0.67 percent of the total USDA designated 
agricultural land on O‘ahu and 2.8 percent of the total area in pineapple 
production in the state (Statistics of Hawai‘i Agriculture 2004). Similar text on 
page 5-31 (last paragraph) will also be revised. Similar text on page 5-33, under 
the Reduced Land Acquisition Alternative revised to read, “ The estimated 98 
acres of cultivated pineapple land is 0.1 percent of the total USDA designated 
agricultural land on O‘ahu and is 0.5 percent of the total area in pineapple 
production in the State (Statistics of Hawai‘i Agriculture 2004). 
 
F5-21 
In the Final EIS, these sections has been revised with the correct crossings as 
noted. 
 
F5-22 
Erosion would not necessarily result in significant surface water impacts for 
several reasons. First, although we have concluded that the ITAM program 
may not be entirely successful in preventing significant erosion in the 
maneuver areas, it will nevertheless direct resources to reducing soil erosion, 
and it is expected to be successful in reducing the amount of erosion.  The 
problem, as explained in the EIS, is lack of available land area to enable 
maneuver training to be moved to another range while the damaged land is 
allowed time to recover.   Thus, erosion will continue and over time, the 
erosion damage will accumulate.  However, this does not mean that the rate of 
erosion will be so high that it will result in significant impacts to water quality.  
Second, the erosion would occur in upland areas some distance from major 
stream channels, which provides space for implementing measures to slow 
runoff and precipitate sediment.  Thus, although maneuvers are likely to  
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disturb soils and remove vegetation, which will result in erosion, engineering 
controls can be placed outside of the maneuver areas to slow runoff and trap 
sediment within the installation boundary before it reaches the major stream 
channels.  Third, an increase in erosion during periods of high rainfall would 
not necessarily translate to a significant impact on water quality because 
background concentrations of suspended sediment are high at these times.   
While we consider the erosion impacts to be mitigable to less than significant 
levels, the discussion of these impacts has been revised to provide the reader 
with a better understanding of the uncertainties involved and the rationales for 
considering the impacts to be mitigable.  In addition, we have added further 
discussion of specific, effective and enforceable sediment control mechanisms 
to support these conclusions, as suggested in the comment. 
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F5-23 
In the Final EIS the text was changed to incorporate this response. The 60-
meter buffer applies only to the activities that take place on the vehicle trails. 
 
F5-24 
The discussions and mitigation measures in Section 4.10 have been revised to 
better address the impacts to biological resources from wildland fire.  In 
addition, since publication of the Draft EIS, the Army has updated the 
IWFMP and has received biological opinions from USFWS of "no jeopardy" 
for the proposed action on the islands of O‘ahu and Hawai‘i.  The Army has 
determined that the impacts to biological resources from wildland fires is 
significant.  The mitigation measures including the implementation of the 
Biological Opinions and the updated IWFMP will substantially reduce the 
severity the impact but not to less than significant levels. 
 
 
 
 
F5-25 
All mitigation will be considered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-26 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-27 
Full descriptions of the antennas are given in Appendix D.  Impacts to 
migratory birds are discussed fully in chapter 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, 8.10. A brief 
discussion was incorporated into the  text as requested. 
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F5-28 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-29 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
 
 
F5-30 
There is no significant increase in vessel traffic. Only 6 additional trips are 
scheduled per year, conducted in  the same manner as existing vessel traffic. 
Therefore, this increase is not considered significant and additional risk of 
invasive species is negligible. There is no information available at this time 
regarding modes of transport therefore any discussion about alien species 
would be speculative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-31 
These species were added to Chapter 5 and to the Species descriptions in 
Appendix I. 
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F5-32 
All mitigation measures will be considered. Finalized mitigation will be set 
forth in the ROD. 
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F5-33 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. Impacts to individuals and 
populations of sensitive species and habitats are outlined in chapters 5.10, 6.10, 
7.10 and 8.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-34 
All mitigation measures will be considered. Finalized mitigation will be set 
forth in the ROD. 
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F5-35 
While it is true that the maximum range of many weapons may exceed the 
impact area on some ranges, the charges for the munitions used on those 
ranges are reduced to avoid rounds landing outside the impact areas.  
Therefore the chances of a round landing outside the impact area are very 
small.  All ranges have a designated safety zone as well.  The safety zone are set 
so that the odds of a round landing outside this zone are, statistically, one in a 
million.  This has been determined to be a less than significant impact so no 
mitigation is necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-36 
Text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
 
 
F5-37 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
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F5-38 
The impacts to sensitive species was changed to significant after further 
evaluation.  The ITAM program, which will continue to be used under the 
proposed action includes a goal of planting native plants where possible.  
However, because success of the planting depends on location, soil condition 
and water, survival cannot be guaranteed.  While this and other measure will 
significantly reduce the impacts they will not be reduced to less than 
significant. 
 
F5-39 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-40 
The wording has been changed to the "movement of troops and equipment”. 
 
F5-41 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-42 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-43 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-44 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-45 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-46 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-47 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
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F5-48 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-49 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
F5-50 
Updated information provided by the Service was used to revise the FEIS. 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-51 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
 
F5-52 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-53 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
F5-54 
The text was revised. 
 
F5-55 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-56 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
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F5-57 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
F5-58 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
F5-59 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-60 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
F5-61 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
 
 
F5-62 
There is no significant increase in vessel traffic. Only 6 additional trips will 
occur per year. Therefore, this increase is not considered significant and 
additional risk of invasive species is negligible. 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-63 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. A full description of the 
antennas is located in Appendix D, however, in general they are no taller than 
10 feet and will be mounted on already existing structures where available. 
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F5-64 
Information on the designation on final critical habitat has been included in 
the document and was considered in the Army's analysis of impacts on 
biological resources.  Please see Sections 4.10, 5.10, 6.10, 7.10, and 8.10 for a 
discussion of impact on Biological Resources. 
 
F5-65 
After further analysis the Army has changed the impact analysis on soil loss to 
significant.  Although the mitigation measure described in Section 4.9 will 
reduce the impacts considerably they will not reduce them to less than 
significant.   However, as discussed most of this soil loss will be from dust 
erosion the measures to be implemented (described below) will reduce soil 
erosion from other causes to less then significant and would minimize erosion 
into surface waters. Therefore the impact to surface water quality due to soil 
erosion is still considered less than significant.  The mitigation measures that 
will be put in place include:  The Army will develop and implement a Dust and 
Soils Management and Monitoring Plan  (DuSMMoP) for the training area. 
The plan will address measures such as, but not limited to, restrictions on the 
timing or type of training during high risk conditions, vegetation monitoring, 
soil monitoring, and buffer zones to minimize dust emissions in populated 
areas.  The plan will determine how training will occur in order to keep fugitive 
dust emissions below CAA standards for PM10 and soil erosion and 
compaction to a minimum.  The Army will monitor the impacts of training 
activities to ensure that emissions stay within the acceptable ranges as 
predicted and environmental problems do not result from excessive soil 
erosion or compaction.  The plan will also define contingency measures to 
mitigate the impacts of  training activities which exceed the acceptable ranges 
for dust emissions or soil compaction. 
The Army will implement land management practices and procedures 
described in the ITAM annual work plan to reduce erosion impacts (US Army 
Hawai‘i 2001a).  Currently these measures include: implementation of a 
training requirement integration (TRI) program; implementation of an 
Integrated Training Area Management (ITAM) program; Sustainable Range 
Awareness (SRA) program; development and enforcement of range 
regulations; implementation of an Erosion and Sediment Control Management 
Plan; coordinating with other participants in the Ko‘olau Mountains 
Watershed Partnership (KMWP); and continued implementation of land 
rehabilitation projects, as needed, within the Land Rehabilitation and 
Maintenance (LRAM) program.   Examples of current LRAM activities at 
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projects involving site preparation, liming, fertilization, seeding or 
hydroseeding, planting trees, irrigation, and mulching; a combat trail 
maintenance program (CTP); coordination through the Troop Construction 
Coordination Committee (TCCC) on road maintenance projects; and 
development of mapping and GIS tools for identifying and tracking progress 
of mitigation measures. 
 
F5-66 
Updated information provided by the Service was used in revisions to the EIS. 
 
F5-67 
This information has been revised  in the text. 
 
F5-68 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-69 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-70 
Corrected to show critical habitat in the ROI. 
 
F5-71 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-72 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-73 
The figure was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-74 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-75 
The text was changed to incorporate this request, however, the title of the 
table was not changed to remain consistent with the tables in other sections of 
the document. 
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F5-76 
It was determined that this species likely does not occur in the ROI and it has 
been removed from the table. 
 
F5-77 
The GIS points for these species were added to the figure. However, when 
cropping the image to fit inside the ROI, only 14 of the 17 additional species 
were shown to occur. Our GIS info came from HINHP. 
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F5-78 
The figure was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-79 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
 
F5-80 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
 
 
 
F5-81 
The text was changed to incorporate this response however, our calculations 
indicate 910 acres of plant critical habitat within the ROI. 
 
F5-82 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
 
F5-83 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
 
 
 
F5-84 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
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F5-85 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-86 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-87 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-88 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
 
F5-89 
Because these species have the potential to occur in the project area, the table 
will be left in the document. 
 
F5-90 
It is our understanding from the reading of the Federal Register that there is 
no critical habitat designated within Army installation boundaries. We have 
received confirmation from Joel Godfrey at DPW that critical habitat does not 
fall within the DMR ROI boundary and it is not shown on the maps. 
 
F5-91 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-92 
Because there is a potential for some species of birds to be present in the 
project area that  would be impacted by project activity, it was included in the 
document. 
 
F5-93 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-94 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-95 
The text was changed to incorporate this request. 
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F5-96 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-97 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-98 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-99 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-100 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
 
F5-101 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
 
F5-102 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-103 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-104 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
 
 
F5-105 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
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F5-106 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-107 
The text was changed to incorporate this request 
 
 
F5-108 
This text has been changed to incorporate the request. 
 
 
 
F5-109 
This text has been changed to incorporate the request. 
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F5-110 
This text has been changed to incorporate the request. 
 
F5-111 
This text has been changed to incorporate the request. 
 
F5-112 
This text has been changed to incorporate the request. 
 
F5-113 
The text was changed to incorporate this response. 
 
F5-114 
This is included on the figure. 
 
F5-115 
The corrections were made to this figure and these changes were evaluated in 
the impact analysis. 
 
F5-116 
Our figures show only the critical habitat within the ROI for this Chapter. 
Chapter 3 is the only chapter that shows any critical habitat outside of the 
ROI. 
 
F5-117 
The text in  was changed to incorporate this request 
 
F5-118 
These changes were made to Appendix I-1. 
 
F5-119 
These changes were made to Appendix I-1. 
 
F5-120 
These changes were made to Appendix I-1. 
 
F5-121 
These changes were made to Appendix I-1. 
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F5-122 
These changes were made to Appendix I-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F5-123 
These changes were made to Appendix I-3. 
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F6-1 
The new Saddle Road alignment is proposed through the southern portion of 
the West PTA Acquisition Area.  The U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration (FHA), could not provide a firm construction 
date at this time for this section of the new Saddle Road.  If the Army decides 
to implement the proposed action, the Army will coordinate all road crossings 
with the FHA to minimize impacts to traffic along the new Saddle Road. 
Phase III of the Saddle Road realignment (which is from PTA West) has not 
yet been designed.  Upon a favorable Record of Decision (ROD), the Army 
would purchase the Ke‘āmuku and own the land bordering both sides of this 
section to Saddle Road.  The Army would request that the road design be 
conducive to training needs ,which would include a possible road crossing with 
traffic control devices and an appropriate number of troop underpasses (which 
has not been determined yet).  Proper use of these two means of crossing the 
public road would not seriously hamper military training, as many realistic 
scenarios found in real world situations involve consideration of public 
roadways. 
 
F6-2 
Section 4.7.3 has been revised to correct the information. 
 
F6-3 
Section 4.7.3 has been revised to correct the information. 
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F6-4 
Section 9 corrected. 
 
F6-5 
The new Saddle Road alignment is proposed through the southwestern 
portion of the West PTA Acquisition Area.  The U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration (FHA), confirmed that there 
are no scheduled funds and no scheduled construction date at this time for this 
section of the new Saddle Road.  If the Army decides to implement the 
proposed action, the Army would coordinate with FHA to reduce the number 
of crossings of the new Saddle Road and where practicable have crossing go 
under the road versus across grade, thereby minimizing any impact to traffic 
along the new Saddle Road. If the Army decides to implement the proposed 
action, the Army would coordinate with FHA to limit training activities likely 
to disturb traffic in proximity to Saddle Road during high traffic periods.  
WPAA acquisition is part of the project description and impacts caused by this 
project component are discussed under the appropriate resource categories in 
Chapter 8. 
 
F6-6 
The new Saddle Road alignment is proposed through the southern portion of 
the West PTA Acquisition Area.  The U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration (FHA), could not provide a firm construction 
date at this time for this section of the new Saddle Road.  If the Army decides 
to implement the proposed action, the Army will coordinate all road crossings 
with the FHA to minimize impacts to traffic along the new Saddle Road. 
Phase III of the Saddle Road realignment (which is from PTA West) has not 
yet been designed.  Upon a favorable Record of Decision (ROD), the Army 
would purchase the Ke‘āmuku and own the land bordering both sides of this 
section to Saddle Road.  The Army would request that the road design be 
conducive to training needs which would include a possible road crossing with 
traffic control devices and an appropriate number of troop underpasses (which 
has not been determined yet).  Proper use of these two means of crossing the 
public road would not seriously hamper military training, as many realistic 
scenarios found in real world situations involve consideration of public 
roadways. 
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F7-1 
The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded in the Final EIS to 
include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 concentrations from 
vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road maneuver areas.  The Army 
has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle traffic on unpaved roads 
through a combination of dust control chemical applications and/ or the use 
of washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle trails.  In addition, the Army 
would implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that 
would include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The 
monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would help guide the 
development and implementation of an adaptive management program to 
manage training area lands and modify training procedures as necessary to 
ensure compliance with federal air quality standards.  The Final EIS concludes 
that the potentially significant impacts from fugitive dust can be mitigated to a 
level that is less than significant. 
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F7-2 
The discussion of fugitive dust issues has been expanded in the Final EIS to 
include results of dispersion modeling to estimate PM10 concentrations from 
vehicle activity on unpaved roads and in off-road maneuver areas.  As a 
mitigation measure, the Army has committed to mitigating dust from vehicle 
traffic on unpaved roads through a combination of dust control chemical 
applications and/ or  the use of washed gravel for surfacing military vehicle 
trails.  In addition, the Army would implement a Dust and Soils Management 
and Monitoring Plan that would include ambient air quality monitoring of 
PM10 conditions.  The monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would 
help guide the development and implementation of an adaptive management 
program to manage training area lands and modify training procedures as 
necessary to ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. There are no 
indications that wind erosion is a significant problem at locations on 
USARHAW installations where there is no disturbance by vehicle maneuver 
traffic.  The installation of nets, tarps, or other protective covers in barren 
areas where there is no vehicle use might help reduce general precipitation-
related soil erosion, but such actions would have little effect in addressing 
fugitive dust issues. 
 
 
F7-3 
Applicable federal requirements for air quality surveillance programs apply to 
the State of Hawai‘i, not to the Army.  In addition, it should be noted that 
EPA reviews and approves the state air quality monitoring program.  The 
existing distribution of monitoring stations has been approved by EPA as 
meeting Clean Air Act requirements. As noted in the Final EIS, the Army 
would implement a Dust and Soils Management and Monitoring Plan that 
would include ambient air quality monitoring of PM10 conditions.  The 
monitoring of ambient PM10 concentrations would help guide the 
development and implementation of an adaptive management program to 
manage training area lands and modify training procedures as necessary to 
ensure compliance with federal air quality standards. 
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F7-4 
Normal dust control measures, such as those required by state regulations, 
would be incorporated into construction contracts.  The emission estimates 
for fugitive dust from construction activities assumed implementation of 
normal dust control measures in a manner sufficient to provide 50% control 
of fugitive dust.  Therefore, no additional dust control measures were 
discussed in the EIS.  The DEIS includes emission estimates for all criteria 
pollutants generated by construction equipment engine operation.  Since 
nitrogen oxide emissions are clearly the predominant pollutant of concern 
from diesel engine equipment, the text discussion focused on those emissions.  
Annual construction activity emissions for all criteria pollutants are illustrated 
in Figure 5-11 (Schofield Barracks), Figure 6-7 (DMR), Figure 7-9 (KTA), and 
Figure 8-10 (PTA).  Appendix G2 presents annual construction activity 
emission estimates for individual construction projects at each installation.  
Because Hawai‘i is an attainment area for all criteria pollutants, the 
implementation of special mitigation measures for reducing engine emissions 
from construction equipment was not considered necessary. 
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F7-5 
Comments noted. Mitigative measures regarding fugitive dust issues are 
currently being developed by the military in consultation with the EPA. Please 
refer to Section 4.11 of the EIS for discussions regarding mitigative measures 
taken to reduce the effects on resources of cultural importance to Native 
Hawaiian residents.  Please refer to Section 4.13 of the EIS for discussions 
regarding socioeconomic and environmental justice issues.  The DEIS has 
been revised to include a discussion of fugitive dust EJ issues.  In general, the 
communities living nearest and downwind of SBMR are the only areas that 
would be subjected to significant dust emissions. These communities, Mililani 
and especially Wahiawa, are mainly middle and upper income communities 
that are not prevalently minority. 
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F7-6 
Thank you for pointing this out.  The issue is now addressed in the water 
resources and biological resources sections of the FEIS.  Based on the Oregon 
BMP report cited in the comment, it does not appear that impacts on water 
quality are likely if the palliatives are applied according industry standard 
practices.  The Parametrix/OACES Dust Abatement Practices document has 
been added to the literature cited. 
 
 
F7-7 
The EIS has determined that there is no significant impact to public services 
by the implementation of the proposed action.  The Army designs all of its 
projects, including those in this proposed action, in accordance with Executive 
Order 13123 "Greening the Government through Efficient Energy 
Management" (June 2001), Executive Order 13101 "Greening the 
Government through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal 
Acquisition" (September 1998), and Department of the Army Engineering 
Technical Letter 1110-3-491 "Sustainable Design for Military Facilities" (May 
2001) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Sustainable Project Rating Tool 
(SPiRiT).  These documents and tools provide design guidelines and standards 
for sustainable development - addressing water resources, energy and 
atmospheric resources, indoor environmental quality, material and other 
resources. 
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